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Wrapping up
efforts to
clean oil spill

ow clean is clean?
Well, it 's about as clean as it 's

going to get when it comes to the
oil spil l , i t seems.

The Puerto Rico Tourism Companv
staged a press conference Thursdiy 

-
morning to announce that the oil hurdle
had been eleared and to congratulate the
U.S. Coast Guard for leading efforts to
cfgan up the 700,000-odd gallons of heavy
oil that assaulted Puerto Rico's coast
after a barge crashed into the reefs off
Escambrdn Beach on Jan. 7.

"You and your team approached this
crisis l ike it was a war, and todav we are
here to declare victory with youi'said
Secretary of State Baltasar Corrada del
Rf6. "Today, the vast majority of our
beaehes are back to their pristine
condition."

Officials regaled Coast Guard
Commander Bob Ross with a glass cube
containing a sand painting by Old San
Juan artisan Eduardo Berrfos, a creative
way to thank him for heading the clean-
up effort. About 939 million and 200,000
work hours have been committed to the
cleanup, which will continue in a reduced
manner for at least the next few weeks.

Ross, in turn, praised the Oil pollution
Act of 1990 for requiring a regional spill
response plan. The act, known as OpA.
arose in response to the l98g Exxon
Valdez spill of 11 million gallons of oil
into Alaska's Prince William Sound.

"If this spill had happened two years
ago, I can assure you that the outcome
would have been quite different," Ross
told the group of about a dozen officials
and media representatives, a much
smaller turnout than the hundreds who
filed into press eonferences in the wake
of the spill.

Members of the international media
poured into Puerto Rico to capture the
immediacy of the spill, and their
numbers helped inflate hotel bookings,
according to Tourism Company
Executive Director Luis G-Foituf,o.
Hotel occupancy ran ? percent higher
than last year for January, and it was
registering at 6.G percent higher for
February, he said Thursday

Fortuilo was carrying on the Tourism
Company's practice of combating
negative publicity with public relations,
an exercise that had led earlier to

Please see SplLL, page 2g
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